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OK.  As long as you’re not scheduling a couple’s massage at a nudist spa, I’m all ears. 

SALLY 

   (With childlike glee) 

I was thinking we should take a trip down memory lane. 

    FRANK 

Are you losing what’s left of your mind?  That would be a very short trip.  OUR Memory 
lane is shrinking. 

    SALLY 

Aren’t you clever?  Maybe this trip could help to reboot our memories. 

(FRANK gets up, pushes past SALLY and goes 
to the cabinet, gets a bag of chips, sits at 
table, eats and talks with his mouth full.  
SALLY follows, grabs the bag, FRANK tries to 
grab another chip, but she pushes his hand 
away, puts bag back into cabinet.   FRANK 
continues to look through the cabinet for a 
snack while talking) 

FRANK 

If it involves traveling out of town, I’ve decided not to fly anymore. The seats are too 
close to be comfortable, and I can’t move fast enough to make it between gates on 
those short lay overs. 

     SALLY 

YOU decided not to fly?   (Beat) Well, this time I agree.  That’s why we should take a 
road trip! 

     FRANK 

(FRANK brings a box of Ritz Crackers to the 
table and begins to munch.  SALLY pulls a 
chair up close to him.)  

You’re suggesting we DRIVE on a long trip?   With my cataracts and your sense of 
direction, I don’t think we could find our way out of town, much less across the country.  
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SALLY  

(Excitedly)  

But it could be good for us...and FUN.  We could camp along the way like we use to and 
visit some of the places and people that were milestones in our earlier years together.   
We could go at our own pace and stop to sight-see.  

(SALLY refers to her notebook)  

To cover the stops on my list, I estimate the trip would take about 2 weeks and cover 
approximately 1,000 miles. 

FRANK  

You already have the trip planned, don’t you? 

SALLY  

Rough draft only.   

FRANK  

You didn’t even think about asking me first, did you? 

SALLY 

Well, no I didn’t.   I usually plan the trips and you go along. We have logged many miles 
together. I figured it up… more than 1 million miles in the past 40 years. 

     FRANK   

Didn’t know you were keeping track… 

 (Under his breath)  

or could count that high. 

SALLY 

What?  Oh, never mind. Just another of the MANY things you don’t know about me.  I’m 
full of secrets. 

FRANK  

All of us are…but not YOU.  You’re as transparent as lemon Jell-O. I’d never label you a 
woman of mystery and intrigue. 

      (FRANK disappears behind newspaper) 
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SALLY  

I’m not sure if you meant that as a compliment or an insult.  If you’re so smart, tell me 
why I want us to take this trip.  What am I thinking right now, Mr. Mind Reader? 

      (SALLY pulls paper down from his face) 

 FRANK 

(Stares at her for a moment) You’re thinking: Our life has become boring and a trip 
might help to spice things up. 

     SALLY 

Ah ha!  Carnac the Magnificent …you got it right! 

     FRANK 

And…you are wondering how we got to a point where our conversations are about our 
aches and pains, carbohydrates, doctor appointments and the obituaries.  (beat) Are 
you thinking that this trip might miraculously turn into a second honeymoon? 

SALLY  

(With growing irritation)   

How can we have a 2nd honeymoon when I’m still waiting for the first one? 

     FRANK 

What do you call the two nights we spent camping at Rocky Top? 

     SALLY 

I call it the original episode of “Survivor” 

Now we’re at a point in our lives where our routine is for OLD people in Assisted Living 
facilities.  Not for me! I still have dozens of things on my Bucket List.  I need adventure 
and passion in my life, while your idea of adventure is watching Dr. Phil and wondering 
if he’s talking about US.  

     FRANK 

Most of the time he IS talking about us.  I keep expecting the phone call from him 
offering us an all-expenses paid trip to Marriage Crises Intervention Camp.  That’s a 
honeymoon we could use. 
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SALLY 

Dr. Phil doesn’t know everything…even though…like YOU… he thinks he does. 

As for an anniversary party, as much as I DESERVE a big, fancy affair after living with you 
for most of my adult life... I’m not sure there will be anything left to celebrate if the next 
ten years are like the last 40 have been.  We’ve become a very dull couple and I don’t 
like it. 

              (Long pause) 

(FRANK is stunned) 

    FRANK 

Whoa!  That was brutal 

SALLY  

(Softer and pleading) 

And I’m thinking, we should quit watching so much cable TV and have an honest 
conversation about what has happened to us. I’m experiencing emotional starvation. 

A while back, I woke up, heard your breathing machine across the hall, and realized that 
I honestly don’t like you anymore.  Every morning I roll off that lumpy futon wondering 
if I can tolerate another day living under the same roof with you…and that scares me. 

     (FRANK stands and paces)  
  

FRANK 

You don’t LIKE me?  What does LIKE have to do with anything?  I’ve worked hard to 
provide a house and food on the table and education for our kids.  I come home every 
night after work and I’ve never cheated on you.  Don’t you LIKE that, or am I missing 
something?     

     SALLY 

Everything you said is true. 

     FRANK 

 Then why do I never get a word of appreciation or show of respect for all I’ve done for 
this family.  You sound like a spoiled, self-centered teenage girl. 
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